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Brookline Preservation Commission 

Local Historic District Report 
 

Address:  40 Dunster Road 

District:  Chestnut Hill North LHD 

Applicant:  Michael and Casey Buckley 

Date Built:  1886 

Architect: Unknown 

Builder: Unknown 
 

  
 

Statement of Significance: 
 

40 Dunster Road is one of nine houses built in Chestnut Hill in the late 1880’s, and with 52 Norfolk Road, is one of the 

two earliest houses. Now painted white, this house has many Shingle Style elements, including clipped gables with 

shingle banding, pent roofs and tall chimneys, the solid, curved shingled railing on the porch, and the steep-pitched 

gambrel-like overhang at the second story. Its size and some of its features are reminiscent of #6 Alwyngton Road nearby, 

another early house. A two story addition was constructed in 1896, and another two story addition (living room) with a 

gable roof was constructed in 1940.  

 

Charles K. Cobb, the original owner, became a Brookline resident in 1888, was a partner in Brooks & Nichols, a law firm 

at 40 Water Street in Boston. 

 

The current owners of the property received approvals from the Brookline Preservation Commission and Zoning Board of 

Appeals to demolish an existing 1941 detached garage, and construct a new two car garage and one story connector; in 

addition, the owners received approvals for alterations and restoration work to the existing house as well as outdoor 

landscape features. This work is currently under construction. 

 

Proposed Alterations: 
 

The applicant is proposing to install exterior lighting throughout the property. The proposal includes: 
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 (23) Vision 3 rear mount MR16 flood lights with a stake mount located mostly within the vegetation lining the 

driveway, as well as the front entrance, the exterior pathway to the rear patio, and the large tree located close to 

Dunster Road.  (A/yellow on the plan) 

 (6) 31.5” Hunza twig lites located in front of the main entrance, as well as the sides of the rear patio. (B/green on 

the plan) 

 (8) 17” Auroralight path lights located mostly along the rear patio, as well as by the rear connector entrance and 

the right side gate. (C/orange on the plan) 

 (4) Hunza euro step lites located within the steps leading to the rear patio. (D/blue on the plan) 

 (2) Hunza spike spot lights located on either side of the entrance to the driveway. (E/purple on the plan) 

 

Applicable Guidelines: 
 

At this time the Design Guidelines do not specifically mention exterior lighting. The Commission has in previous local 

historic district applications asked that applicants take a minimal approach and that lighting be proposed for functional 

and safety purposes such as by entrances, walkways, patios, and stairs.  

 

Preliminary Findings: 
 

The Commission should ask about the necessity of the high number of proposed Vision 3 rear mount MR16 flood lights 

(23), specifically the three proposed by the tree in front of Dunster Road, as well as the two by the fence next to the 

driveway which are located directly next to the two Hunza spike spot lights. The Hunza twig lights, the Auroralight path 

lights, and the Hunza euro step lights are located by entrances, steps, the rear patio and walkways and serve a function 

compatible with exterior lighting that has been approved in local historic districts. The Commission might consider asking 

if the applicant is proposing to tilt the top of the Hunza twig lights towards the ground in an effort to keep the light 

directed downwards.  

 

 
Aerial view of 40 Dunster Road, looking east. 
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Aerial view of 40 Dunster Road, looking north. 

 
Aerial view of 40 Dunster Road, looking west. 
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Aerial view of 40 Dunster Road, looking south. 
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Photograph of the driveway and rear yard taken from Dunster Road 
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Photograph of the rear yard taken from Dunster Road 
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Photograph of the tree located in front of Dunster Road to the right side of the side/rear property line 
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Photograph of the driveway taken from Dunster Road 
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Photograph of the front elevation and entrance taken from Devon Road 
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